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Habitat 67

INSIDE
THE BOX
—Montréal

Prefaco

Habitat &7 peowns that
buildings creabed for evers
—Ini i case Monldal's
Expo of 1957 - ean
conlinue to ba useiul, Wa
et fres residerds arvd
Eadks B 1l Archilesl about
vty thia pro{iect has baen
such a surcess,

WHITER
Avem Febars Clardoer

THOTOGHATER
At Habda

Hukiint &7 i3 Moraedal's fconde resden-
tial hausing complex thai kaoks e & pre-
cArious pile of concrete boxes apreac
cver o lanctfill site on the outskicts of
dvaiown Mariedal, Originally buill as
hausing for visicors to Bxpo 87 it wasa
spmbial ol Montrdal's emesgence as a
mulii-cultural, socially  emancipated,
paliticxlly progressive city,

At the tme, a6-vear-old Moshe
Safdies buldding, an ndaptation of his
graduate thegie at Mootréal's Mol
Unidversity, was o mdical solution For
affordable houeing, Safdie wanted 10
bring subdrban amenities tp an urhan
enrvaroamEns — Hghit, views, privacy, freah
aar and a sense of commurnity.

In rg8s lowever, Ceitral Morigage
ind Housing, which owned Flobitat,
wanted to el i The residests joinsd
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Hnhatat 67

forces o buy the bullding and today,
alrenat & thivd of the original sccupants
il Hve hove When “cubed™ become
avaslable 10 buy they are wmapped up
phrasght awony.

Maintchance fecs are cunrhiteni -
THon (€obg) per cube por month. Bar s
cheap wiwn you comkder that §8co
mcluder hoat, cheotriciiy, sir conditioning,
cahle; infernet, school and property
tawcs, an hourly shunde o Monegsl,
snerw rermoval, guidenieag, bailding minin-
teninnce and 2q-lour securty

Halamet 69 wae nwarded Heritnge stones
in zoze by the Qudhes mindster of
culiere, Teslny the building remains o
pionesring example afl pf-:fa'wlcaud
bieuming and Salde is happy, “Teople lowe
1o live thege. Flabimwt alvowed the jcleal: i
wins i highly ldealized realistion of an
urkseny rosddeninl cnyimoninent,"

Safdie’s most recent creation is the
Habitat of the Fulung, which proposes
new design srateghes built en the Habi-
faf eompdepd o wddness dendily in growing
citiea. Safdic’s Giolden [veam Bay hows-
ing propect in Chins has shared wmeri:
ties, pulblic ypaced, light and gpasdens, smd
with 2,300 wls; it's the most embsioos
sdapestion of Habatw yer. Safilie says, 1
dicl wyise swomeowhere: "Habaz is & con-
copd whoss kdca 18 yol o comne.™ MEybe
it is finally here, — (a1
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Resident profile o1
Dt Peant angd Moo Wovorkos-Pears: nngt 645

The Pearts hnd no intention of medng our of dwdr apartment i Ol
Mdoni®al. The call came on ke Moy nfterninan that & Flakdtas unit
was put up for sale, By 16.00 thas sams day, the Peans weee the proud
wwners of unit G4y
“I vens blown awsy the flest tdme | vigieed Habitar" says Maria
Varvnnkos-1'eart, who runs a PR firm in Monieéal and Bew Yok, ™
coalel lhear the St Lawrence Risver sajrids ancl the place was so brauti-
Tul aned energising. I'm in love with water, and it's whar 've always
dreamicd of" Mow with two-year-obd doughter Koya Sofin, the couple
hins hreathed ey Bfe into the space. Maocka saye, "Beeryoase (o te
talleling i8 o exeived te see Kaya and everyone has offersl v babysit,
Te's been & while since there’s been & child i the bailding.™
Thiir unit badn’t had any renovations since the 19708 and many
al the origina] dewils -~ inclocding & ane-pleee filbreglse bathroon deil
= Were minct Ales mn:l.'in.in.g were the lovw-valeage switches, the re-
cessed lighting above the copbaoands snd dee originad ahminium-lmed
griey laminaeed kitchen cuphanrds
Drexter Peart, ane of the twdiv boothens bebind Fimury lesther line
WANMT Les Hisentials de laVie, snys, "As n desipner, T book nr the fac
thas Safdie hing crsared a apace that gl works nfber 44 years, wod still
bexs an ensatiomal impnct for everyone who lives here. That is the epit-
coe ol good desipn ™
Dexter is nmased by the fact thet "sveryane lere Bives in a vershon
of the seme b but evervone i hoving o different cxperience just
L] o the wiew™,
Marin says, "1 feel oy awary el vet I'm four mimates [rom
aowntean. IUs exmctly what Safdie crvisioned and he schiewed i I
a sanctumcy In the city and way abead of its fme” = (p)
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Resident profile o2
Frank fdoiter: unit 222

Frank Moater moved w Habizat in 14974
hiscause “Habitat had tennia cowrrs. And
o ooyt for tenmis. Bt this was not ibe
place 1o live — it waz very contrarian. o
was aut af the way, there was nothing
here except Expo

Frank started with twa units, added
ANDTIET Wy Then four and now owns
eight bt lives in five cubes, He raised
twg elilldren here and liis son has just
bought two cubes next door,

His stuceosd ceilings and mouldings
hide much of the original Habizat, Mogier
has redone &l the bathrooms and re-
pPaced many af the original featires wity
dark wand panelling. "1 can only speak
for mysell but T fegl very lucky o llve
lhere. [ love wo ook at the water. Penple
are mice here, all different personalides.
I1's oo b have creatmvwe people in here.
I ean park mo cars, Tt's warm in winper -
cancrele 1% a great ndulator. Monkréal is
an island and there iz only & cemain
armunk of shorelime and we have & big
chank of iv, I feel formumate every day 1o
have all thes space as the city encranches.”™
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